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Challenges 


Unemployment: Latino residents of Boston had a higher unemployment rate (12%) than Boston 
residents overall (7%). 


Low Birth Weight: The low birth weight rates for births to Latinas born in the United States (10%) or 
Puerto Rico (9%) were twice the national Healthy People 2010 goal for this health measure. 


Sexually Transmitted Diseases: Of all Boston race/ethnicity groups, Latinos had the second-highest 
STD rate (1,099 cases per 100,000 population) in 2000, 10 times the White rate and 5 times the rate 
among Asians. 


Cancer Mortality: Between 1991 and 2000 cancer mortality among Latinos rose more than for other 
race/ethnicity groups in Boston. The increase between 1991 and 1999 was 156%, and between 1999 
and 2000 was 14%. 


Diabetes Mortality: The rate of death due to diabetes was higher among Boston's Latino population 
(52 deaths per 100,000 population) in 2000 than in any other race/ethnicity group. 


Personal Safety: A higher percentage of Latino youth (12%) than youth from other race/ethnicity 
groups reported feeling too unsafe to go to school at some point in the previous 30 days, ina 2001 
survey of Boston high school students. 


Perception of Health: A higher percentage of Latino Boston residents (15%) report having only fair or 
poor health, compared with White residents (10%). 


Emotional Support: Twenty-one percent of Latino residents of Boston report rarely or never 
receiving enough emotional support, compared with 15% of Black residents, 11% of Asians, and 6% of 
White residents of the city. 
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